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Anabaptist Bestiary Project

The Anabaptist Bestiary Project is a rock and roll band that functions as a contemporary bestiary. Bestiaries, which reached the height of their popularity in medieval England, are illuminated books that collect natural accounts of animals (as well as some plants and minerals) and then offer moral and allegorical reflections on these animals. The beautiful thing about these reflections is the way they confidently go about seeking God in the natural world. Bestiary have 

affinities with Anabaptist reflection in that both seek a scriptural God. This project is headed by Trevor Bechtel, a religion professor at Bluffton University. Bechtel's main research interests include both biblical interpretation and the place of animals in human communities. He writes the songs that the band performs and plays keyboards and guitars. The band is composed of Bluffton University alumni.

andi and i

Al Tauber was raised in Champaign, Illinois, inheriting Christian values from his mother, an appreciation for blazing guitar solos from his rock-listening older brother, and a soft spot for the undulating expanse of a cornfield from his surroundings. Singing has always been a part of Andi Tauber's life —as far back as she can remember, she made up harmony parts to sing along with her favorite recordings. A voice major at Illinois Wesleyan University, classical music was always forced to share space in her heart with the likes of Carole King, Joni Mitchell, and Van Morrison. Andi and Al began playing music together after their marriage in 1989. Their career picked up in 1995 when they moved to Chicago, which remains their home to this day. In 1996 they released their first CD, "Days Like This." Their latest CD,"Harder," has a more band-oriented, grittier sound, while still prominently featuring the acoustic guitar. andi and i entered into a relationship with Emmaus Ministries, an outreach to males involved in sexual exploitation on the streets of Chicago. Now, in addition to their regular performances, they present a program called "Stories from the Streets “which attempts to connect Christians with the guys Emmaus serves by telling the guys' stories in a variety of methods, including music.

Andru Bemis and Elisabeth Pixley-Fink

SINCE 2001, Andru Bemis has wandered the ends, edges and in-betweens of North America more times than he can count - by passenger train, foot, thumb, bicycle, bus, subway, ski and occasional aeroplane. Wearing a three-piece suit and a derby hat, he carries his beat-up instruments on his back: banjo, guitar, sometimes a fiddle or banjo-ukulele. His unmistakable voice, lightning-fast banjo and expressive finger-picked guitar styles, quirky humor, engaging stage presence and exquisitely crafted tunes of travel, love and longing have earned Bemis a dedicated following throughout Mexico, Canada, the U.S. and beyond. The songs of Andru Bemis are spiritually descended from an era when music was made and played to express one's deepest emotions while entertaining the neighbors. Songs from Bemis' three self-produced albums (Plays Past His Bedtime, Singer, Rail to Reel) are played regularly on radio stations throughout the country and have been featured in a number of independent films. 

Elisabeth Pixley-Fink is a Kalamazoo, Michigan-based singer, lyricist, composer, pianist, guitar/banjo player, and cultural worker. She grew up studying classical piano, listening to records, and singing harmonies with her family. Elisabeth's playful and moving participatory performances are inspired by her work as an outdoor educator. From the depths and range of her voice emerge well-crafted songs: jumpy joyful ditties, tunes for healing, aching songs that swell with unhurried intensity. In Fall 2011, she released SAY YES TO YOURSELF!, a full-length record and tour in collaboration with Andru Bemis. This year, she was awarded an Artistic Development grant from the Kalamazoo Arts Council to support her current project: Bloodroot and the Red Clover Quilt. Bloodroot, her full-length solo album, is based in the regenerative power of the Great Lakes Bioregion.

Boondogglers Unplugged

The Boondogglers were formed in April 2005 as a way for four guys to find a release from the "daily grind." After several rehearsals they landed on the name The Boondogglers based on Webster's Dictionary definition of a boondoggle (noun)as "work of little or no value done merely to keep or look busy." They felt it was appropriate. When the band added a fifth Boondoggler they decided to go the route of writing their own songs. The Boondogglers have become a respected band in the current central Ohio movement toward traditional country music and the all-encompassing "Americana" or "Alt. Country" genre. Their album, “Songs of Life, Love, and Civil Disobedience" as been well received both critically and by sales measures. The Boondogglers Unplugged are BrentMiller (vocals/acoustic guitar), Jamie Molisee (electric guitar/mandolin/vocals), and Andy Kirtland (bass). We have kicked out our drummer and keyboardist (with their permission) and stripped down our set to play places like Mennofolk Bluffton. Brent and Andy are both grads of Bluffton University.

Brad Yoder

Pittsburgh-based singer-songwriter Brad Yoder writes unexpected songs that combine humor with story and wit with heart, “united by honesty and a vivid way with words.” (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette).  He’s sold over 7500 copies of self-released CDs (with #6 due out later this year).  Acknowledged by Pittsburgh Magazine as “ruling the Pittsburgh coffeehouse scene,” Brad logs over 150 performances annually, playing colleges, cafés, churches, festivals, First Nights, and even the zoo. Brad has also led workshops at over 30 different colleges and universities on “Exploring Songwriting” and other topics including performance, and creative choices for working artists, encouraging student songwriters to find their own unique voices. It’s Brad’s unique mix of humorous, poetic, political, funky and edgy original songs, covering a musical range from folk to indie rock (with unexpected musical and lyrical twists), that has earned him a loyal following ranging from kids in single digits through retirees.

Cottonwood Jam String Band
Marty Clayton teaches special needs pre-scholars in Grand Rapids, OH. She always wanted to be in a band, and now she plays rhythm guitar and sings. She is secy. for the Northwest Ohio Traditional Music and Dance Association, which holds monthly contra/square dances during the school year. Spencer Cunningham teaches digital Photography at the University of Findlay and the Toledo Museum of Art. He is carrying on his father's tradition, who sang on the radio as a young man. He plays banjo, guitar, vocals, and writes the occasional song. Renata Burgett has studied fiddle with teachers at the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, Mark O'Conner's fiddle camp, lessons in Ireland, and almost accepted an invitation to join Lord of the Dance. Together, Cottonwood Jam String Band plays a blend of traditional Old Time Appalachian, Folk, and Dance music for concerts, parties, contra/square dances, weddings, and just about anything else!
Dave and Joanna Woodsmall

Dave and Joanna met in the late 90s playing in bands together around Bloomington, IN. After a few years they decided to commit their lives to each other and to the music that brought them together. They both play a large variety of acoustic instruments and always enjoy the challenge of meeting a new kind of instrument. They play primarily traditional American music whose roots come from Africa and the Celtic Isles yet love to spice things up by throwing in some traditional melodies from countries around the world. Dave and Joanna also have over 300 original songs between the two of them which they intersperse during performances. The Woodsmalls incorporate the study of ethnomusicology into their music, meaning they are not just interested in how a song goes but deeply concerned with where the song originates, who may have sung it before, and how the song has travelled and changed. They most especially enjoy the challenge of coming up with a set of music with a focal topic such as peace and have an interesting and meaningful program planned for Mennofolk.

Drop the Dawg


“Drop the Dawg” is a trio of musicians who mix acoustic newgrass, pop, jazz and gospel.  Invited to play at the first Michiana  Mennofolk festival in 2002, the experience was so successful the three just kept on pickin’. Jim Shenk is a luthier from Goshen, Indiana who is responsible for most of the guitar work as well as dobro, pedal steel and vocals. Duane Gundy, a general contractor from Shavehead Lake, Michigan, handles the mandolin, guitar, bass and vocals.  The trio is completed with Mike Hoover, a computer programmer from Goshen, performing on bass, keyboards, flute and vocals. We encourage you to enjoy our music the way we do, without pretense or pressure to perform the prevailing pessimism!  “Dawg On”!!!

El Zarpe

The band El Zarpe is named after a very Costarican phrase used to describe the last brownie you know you shouldn't have, but you do anyways. Goshen, Indiana’s Nayla Jimenez and her two lovely brothers make up El Zarpe, and will be bringing acoustic Latin music to Mennofolk. Joel, Jairo and Nayla are Costarican, and they all play guitar, cajón, and bass, which they rotate through the show. Joel is a professional musician and sound engineer who's been touring for 9 years now, including the early days of the Philly-based band Lotus.  All three of the siblings sing together. Half of the songs are originals and the other half are covers.

Five Times Harder

For the Harder family, making music together may be “five times harder,” but it’s also five times more fun. Tom Harder ’80 has a doctorate in classical guitar performance but is equally at home playing folk, bluegrass and jazz. Lois Harder has a degree in music education, and a soprano voice that soars in a variety of styles. They have been performing together since they first met in 1982 They’ve been playing with their three musical daughters since Tom and Lois noticed the girls were already singing along on their duo gigs. Now they add their instrumental prowess and sparkling personalities to the mix. Hillary (violin, mandolin), Madeline (cello, electric bass) and Anna (violin) are all members of the Wichita Youth Symphony. The family’s repertoire is an entertaining mixture of secular and sacred, humorous and poignant, driving bluegrass gospel and lyrical folk ballads, with a taste of classical and jazz. 

Heather Kropf

With a warm and inviting vocal tone, Heather Kropf has become a fixture on the Pittsburgh live music circuit, honing her craft along the way. She has quietly charmed audiences with her lush, literate blend of jazz-influenced pop in an otherwise jam band, indie rock city. Her three albums, all self produced, have turned the heads of music critics, fellow songwriters, and Pittsburgh’s AAA radio station, WYEP, who put “Wish” and “Philosopher’s Stone” into daily rotation, and celebrated her second album "What Else is Love" as one of the top Pittsburgh releases of 2006. Named a "true artist" by Pittsburgh Magazine, Heather is passionate about good music, good health, and healing our environment. 

Kansas Bible Company 

The Kansas Bible Company is composed of 2 trumpets, alto sax, tenor sax, bass trombone, 3 electric guitars, bass, and 2 percussionists.  Due to the sheer number of diverse musicians, the KBC is able to explore many different musical genres, including rock, soul, surf rock, and progressive rock.  The Kansas Bible Company came into being during the dog days of summer 2008 at Goshen College in Goshen, In. A band of boys congregated in the garage of Vita House, "life house", and began playing rock and roll music. 

Karam Salem

Karam Salem was born in 1988 in Baghdad, Iraq, but relocated to Syria in 2006 when his family was forced to leave. He lived as a refugee in Syria for two years until 2008 when he received a full tuition scholarship to study at Holy Cross College in South Bend, Indiana, through the Iraqi Student Project. Karam has been playing music since he was ten years old in Iraq. Accompanying his study of piano, Karam has been a full-time student at Holy Cross College studying Visual Arts, focusing on Studio Art with a minor in graphic design and music. Most of the classical music he has loved originated in the western hemisphere. His compositions now bridge the East and the West. Karam says: " I am a pianist and composer who believe that music has the power to build bridges between the nations of the world.  I feel I am like a journalist, but instead of writing words, I write music.  I believe music is the most powerful form of communication and I want my music to be a bridge to peace."
Matthew Keeler (The “Hurdy Gurdy Man”)
Matt Keeler’s music is testimony to the transcendent power of America’s imagined past; it allows people to understand the history of American music in a way that is personally meaningful. To this end he likes to explore various styles, including ragtime, fiddle tunes, and Irish traditional music. He grew up in rural Swanton, OH, the son of a Toledo newspaperman-turned-preacher and a local prosecuting attorney. In his formative years, he belted out loping, country-gospel hymns with his congregation at Maplewood United Methodist and watched his saxophone teacher, "Big Daddy Cool," play the blues at Theo’s Tavern on Summit Street in nearby Toledo. When his family finally moved to that city, he gleaned a new vocabulary from the freight trains, cargo ships, refinery towers, and greasy spoons that graced the blessed East Side. He continues to recast his thoughts and dreams in the vernacular of folk America, which has become his spiritual home. Matt also teaches in the Catholic schools of Putnam County and plays for several area church services. He lives in Ottawa, OH with his wife, Jennifer, and three children, Anna, Jack, and Isaiah.
Ron & Savannah Freeman

Ron met Savannah at an open mic three years ago.  Then he convinced her to sing with him and marry him.  In that order.  Together they play sporadically in and around their home base of Columbus, Ohio, successfully evading any potential fan following or media recognition.  Ron writes songs that are honest and nuanced while Savannah frantically does everything she can to make them sound good.  Ron and Savannah take their music seriously while putting no effort into taking their music careers seriously.  With nearly 70% of their songs mentioning freight trains, their music is an inspired mix of nostalgic Americana and modern independent songwriters such as David Bazan, Eef Barzelay, and Rosie Thomas.

Sour Cherry Pie

Phil Hart, Perry Leatherman, and Steve Rolfe make up the band Sour Cherry Pie.  Besides enjoying playing music together, the thing they have most in common is being married to amazing, highly-educated women who condone their frivolous artistic pass time.  Perry the young guy, a Bluffton U. grad, is from Northwest Ohio and spends his working hours with a local garage door installation company.  Steve is a semi-retired physician who currently works with people dealing with addiction issues, as well as spending time parenting his seven-year-old son, Jack.  Phil has a degree in vocal music, but is still waiting to decide on his career.  He currently gets paid to remodel peoples homes and spends a month each year in Colombia with Christian Peacemaker Teams. Most of the music Sour Cherry Pie performs derives from the songwriting habit Phil developed in the late 60s.  Genre labels make them uncomfortable.  Their music is a sort of folk/rock/acoustic/bluesy mix.  On the whole, though, very tasty, as the name indicates.

Strange Light

Strange Light, a wife-husband duo, hails from the Appalachian foothills of Southeastern Ohio. Their original, piano-driven songs braid together influences such as Over the Rhine, Patty Griffin, ToriAmos, and Simon and Garfunkel—while dipping into hymns, Celtic and classical music, and musical theater. Athens, Ohio-born Michael Lachman (keyboards, rhythm, vocals) has been a professional dance musician for over a decade and performed for six+ years with the acclaimed roots-rock indie band, Southeast Engine. Becca Rossiter Lachman (vocals, ukulele, keyboards) was raised in Kidron, Ohio and has been performing as a singer-songwriter since the early ‘90s. A choral composer for Heritage Press, she’s penned four original musicals since 1995. The duo recently gave away most of their downstairs furniture to make space for a grand piano.

