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THREE HOUR DELAY POSSIBILITY:   If needed, we may delay school for three hours.  If school is delayed three hours, the elementary starting time will be 11:10 a.m. and will dismiss at the normal time.  Lunch will be served close to the normal time (grades 1-3) and on time for grades 4 & 5.   Morning kindergarten will be cancelled.  Afternoon kindergarten will be on the normal schedule.
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ELEMENTARY MEMORY BOOKS:  A colorful elementary Memory Book for the 2014-2015 school year is on sale until February 12th.  The price is $17 per Memory Book.  The book may also be upgraded to a hardcover for $22.00.  Additional options are available.  An informational flyer was sent home with each student before Christmas.  Memory Books may be purchased online @ybpay.lifetouch.com.
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TESTING DAYS:  Third grade students will take the Reading Ohio Achievement Assessment on April 21. New state tests, called Performance-Based Assessments will be given February 23-25 for grades 4-5 in English/Language Arts.  On February 26 & 27, grades 3-5 will take Math P.B.A.  On March 3rd, fourth graders will take Social Studies P.B.A. and 5th graders will take Science P.B.A.   End of the year exams in English/Language Arts for grades 4-5 will be given on April 27-29.  They will take Math E.O.Y. exams on April 30 & May 1.  Fourth graders will be given Social Studies E.O.Y. exams on May 5.  Fifth graders will take Science E.O.Y. exams on May 5. All tests will be given at the beginning of the day and will be completed by lunch time.  Please keep those mornings available for your child/ren.  
SPRING PICTURE DAY:  On Tuesday, March 17th, elementary students will get their spring pictures taken. Please note that the pictures will be prepay only.  Students purchasing a package on Picture Day will be the only ones to get their picture taken.  Information will be sent home with students in March. 
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KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION:  It’s time to think about Kindergarten for the 2015-2016 school year.  Any child who will be five years old by August 1, 2015, is eligible to enroll.  In order to develop a kindergarten mailing list, please contact the elementary office at            419-358-7951.  We will need the following information: child’s name, birth date, parents’ names, address, and phone number. You may send the information via email to marquartt@blufftonschools.org.  All children are required to have their immunizations before starting school.  The Allen County Health Department provides immunizations but appointments must be made.  Their website is:  allencountyhealthdepartment.org.  More information will be mailed home to future kindergarten students on our mailing list and in upcoming Student Newsletters.
[image: image5.png]


P.T.O NEWS:  The PTO committee wants to thank each and every one of you who volunteered, donated, and attended this year's Bakery Bingo!  What a fun family night it was!  Thank you to Mr. Closson for being the bingo number caller!  Thank you to the many volunteers who were willing to give of their time to help with Bakery Bingo.  Thank you to everyone who donated baked goods and items for the classroom themed baskets.  Thank you to all the teachers who reminded their students about how their families could help with Bakery Bingo and for donating items to help with concessions.  Also a huge thank you to all Bluffton and surrounding businesses who donated items to be used in the baskets which were raffled off that evening!  We are truly blessed to have such a wonderful community who supports our committee, the school, its teachers, and the students.  The PTO committee paid for an anti-bullying assembly which was held a few weeks ago for all students.   We have decided on what we are going to do when the school reaches 50,000 Box Tops, so please keep turning them in, along with any of the other items we collect.  With Market Day, if you purchase food products each month, your name will be put into a hat. Your name could be drawn to win a prize, so get your orders in!  We are now in the process of purchasing 19 totes with wheels and a handle for Kindergarten through 4th grade to use for hauling packed lunches to the cafeteria.  This spring we will be offering a spirit wear sale with many new products to show your support of the Bluffton Pirates!  Thank you again for all your support of the PTO committee! 
[image: image6.wmf]BLUFFTON EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOLS ALERT SYSTEM:  If you would like to be notified of the delays and/or cancellations via a text message on your cell phone, visit the school’s website at www.blufftonschools.org and sign up.  On the website’s home page, under the “Parents/Community” heading, click on “Parent Alert System” and follow the simple steps to subscribe to alerts.  Contact the office if you have any questions.  

WORKBOOK FEES: Workbook fees for the 2014-2015 school year are as follows:  Kindergarten-$34.00, First grade-$29.00, Second grade-$25.00, Third grade-$41.00, Fourth grade-$42.00, and  Fifth grade-$55.00.  You may send one check for all your elementary students.  Please note on the memo line your child and grade level.  For security reasons, please send the check in a sealed envelope marked “Student Workbook Fees” with the student and teacher name.  Thank you!
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February

Monday
 9
5th & 6th Grade Quiz Bowl @ 4:30 – Shawnee Middle School

Monday            9        Market Day pick up in M.S. Cafetorium @ 5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
Monday          16        No School – President’s Day (Make-up day, if needed)

Friday
            20
Midterms go home with students

Monday
23
5th & 6th Grade Quiz Bowl Tourney @ 4:30 p.m.–Shawnee MS

Mon.-Wed.   23-25
Grades 4-5 English/Language Arts Performance Based Assessments
Thurs.-Fri.    26-27
Grades 3-5 Math Performance Based Assessments 
March

Monday
  2
5th & 6th Grade Quiz Bowl Tourney @ 4:30 p.m.–Shawnee MS

Monday
  2
PTO Meeting @ 6:30 p.m. – Elementary Library

Tuesday
  3
Performance Based Assessment – 4th Grade Social Studies & 5th Grade Science

Monday
  9
Market Day pick up in M.S. Cafetorium @ 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday
17        Spring Picture Day

Friday

20
End of 3rd grading period
Friday

20
Music Booster’s Chicken BBQ 

Mon.-Friday
23
Second Grade Testing
Friday

27
Grade Cards go home with students 
