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	I want to congratulate all students, parents, and staff on such a great first half of the school year. Bluffton Middle School has had many successes in the classroom, on the stage, and in athletic events. 

Just a few of the many, major highlights in the classroom for the first half of the year include: 7th Grade Outdoor School, Greek Day, and Teach Like a Pirate Day- Pirates Amazing Adventure. It’s exciting to see the many opportunities in front of us as we progress throughout the school year. The students and staff are looking forward to our third annual Night At The Museum in May to compliment the daily unique experiences they endure each day in class. 

Students will receive information about scheduling classes for next year by the end of the third grading period.  Parents and students should carefully review the information provided in order to build a solid educational plan to prepare them for next year and beyond.

As always, I cannot say “Thank You” enough for the continued support you show toward your child(ren)’s education. It truly makes all the difference in the world.

~ Mr. Kyle Leatherman ~

	


Pirates of the Month
During the month of November & December the teachers had the tough decision of choosing the Pirates of the Month. As the teachers convened, they selected one male and one female from each grade level from many well deserving individuals. The following students are the Pirates of the Month for November and December:
November:
6th Grade

7th Grade


8th Grade
Amy Jebsen

Kylie Stackhouse

Allison Burghaze
Isaiah Mikesell

Luke Shadle 


Adam Fredritz

December:
Hannah Davis

Anna Knauss


Adelaide Kinn
Dawson Schultz
Nate Schaadt


Grant Klinger
More Important News
STATE TESTING DATES

The dates of the Ohio State Assessments have been set for the middle school. Please plan appointments and/or vacations around these very important testing dates.

Grades 6-8 – Eng. Lang. Arts (3/29 & 3/30) and Math (4/20 & 4/21)
Grade 7 – Social Studies (4/27 & 4/28)
Grade 8 – Science (4/27 & 4/28)

The Student Senate sponsored a Food Drive during the holiday season that brought in over 1900 items for the local food pantry. They also collected over 30 Toys for Tots and are currently collecting pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House. 


Congratulations to the Middle School Choir, Band, and Strings which gave an outstanding winter performance in December. The spring concerts will be held in early May after the chicken BBQ fundraiser on March 17th. Please take the time to “LIKE” the Bluffton Music Boosters on Facebook. You will find pictures and other important information about what is going on with your musically inclined student.
2017 Upcoming Events

02/20 – No School- President’s Day (If needed, this will be used as a make-up calamity day)

02/16 – Yearbook Order DEADLINE
02/18 – Allen County Spelling Bee/OSU Campus, Lima 10am
02/23 – College Credit Plus Meeting 7pm at the High School
02/24 – Midterms to Students

03/03 – Middle School Dance 7pm
03/14 – Lifetouch Spring Pictures Taken
03/17 – Music Boosters Chicken BBQ & Concert/BMS Café & Gym

03/24 – End of 3rd Grading Period 

03/31 – Grade Cards Distributed
04/14 – No School- Easter Break

Thank you for the continued support in our school district. I look forward to an even brighter second semester. 
 ~ Mr. Kyle Leatherman ~
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Spelling Bee Finalists


The following students qualified for the Spelling Bee held in December. ��*Nicole Boyle-7th Grade�+Elizabeth Bourassa-8th Grade�Kameron Coughlan-6th Grade�Anna Edwards-6th Grade�Hannah Davis-6th Grade�Jonah Rehm-6th Grade�Lauren Speicher-6th Grade�Ethan Bogart-7th Grade�Ib Khokhar-7th Grade�Caleb McKenzie-7th Grade�Kylie Stackhouse-7th Grade�Jonah Blackburn-8th Grade�Pearl Lewandowski-8th Grade�Grace Myers-8th Grade


*Champion�+Runner-Up 


�
�
6TH GRADE QUIZ BOWL�The 6th grade Quiz Bowl team has been practicing for quite some time. They began their season on Monday. They will have three weeks of meets before heading into tournament action.��PROGRESSBOOK- Just a friendly reminder that parents have access to their child’s grades at their fingertips all of the time. If you are having difficulty or have any questions please feel free to call the office and we would be happy to help you. ��
�
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Lunch Balance Notification: Did you know you can get an email and/or text alert when your child’s lunch balance reaches a certain amount? This is a free service but you must register on “Meals Plus located on our website. Click “Meals Plus” on our website, login, click “Manage Profile.” Next, enter your balance amount on the “Low Balance Notifications” section.���The state of Ohio instituted a program called College Credit Plus (CC+).  The program has students taking college classes on high school campus and/or college campus receiving both college and high school credit.  The CC+ program has a list of rules that cover both funding and student eligibility.  CC+ is open to middle and high school students deemed “college ready” by the receiving college or university.  


We will have a meeting for all interested middle and high school students and their parents in the Bluffton High School library on Thursday, February 23 at 7:00 p.m.  Additionally, there is a form that is mandatory for you to fill out and turn into the BHS Guidance Office.  This completed form will be the confirmation that you intend to be part of the CC+ Program.  This meeting will give you an opportunity to discuss the opportunity and demands of the program.
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