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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH:  Congratulations to the following students that were selected our “Students of the Month”:  First Grade: Annie Talbot, Madison Sampson, 
Levi Augsburger, Nick Prater, Second Grade:  Jay Oaks, Tayton Kleman, Evan Mayden, Olivia Barnes, Third Grade: Kayla White, Breanna Bridgewater, Zoe Kramer, 
Angelica Williams, Fourth Grade:  Mara Minnig, Zach Cornell, Hillarie Bame, 
Fifth Grade: Braeden Edwards, Christian Groman, Cole Fruchey, & Ashley Augsburger.
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KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION:  It’s time to think about Kindergarten for the 2011-2012 school year.  Kindergarten Screening is scheduled for May 25-27th.  Any child who will be five years old by August 1, 2011, is eligible to enroll.  In order to develop a kindergarten mailing list, please contact the elementary office at 419-358-7951.  We will need the following information: child’s name, birth date, parents’ names, address, and phone number. You may send the information via email to marquartt@bf.noacsc.org.  All children are required to have their immunizations before starting school.  The Allen County Health Department provides an immunization clinic at St. Mary’s Church in Bluffton from 4:00-6:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday every other month.  For 2011, the schedule is: February, April, June, August, October and December.  More information will be mailed home to future kindergarten students on our mailing list and in future Student Newsletters.
[image: image4.wmf]PTO NEWS:  The P.T.O. has earned almost $900 in profit this school year through the Market Day fundraising program.  Thanks again to everyone who has ordered!  Keep it up...check out the sales guide that came home with your student this week or visit www.marketday.com where you can place your order by Wednesday, January 19th.  The sale day to pick up your order is Monday, January 24th from 5:45-6:45 p.m. in the Elementary Gym.  Thank you to all our volunteers that helped make COSI a great learning experience for our 3rd-5th grade students on December 9th.  
Our next collection date for Boxtops, Our Family UPC labels, Tyson Project A+ labels, and ink cartridges will be January 21st.  Classes collecting the most Boxtops will win classroom cash.
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P.T.O.  BAKERY BINGO:  The Bluffton Elementary School P.T.O. will be holding their annual Bakery Bingo on Saturday, January 29th from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the Middle School Cafetorium.  We need your help to make this year’s event a success!  


Please consider donating baked goods, a donated prize package and/or your time.  With your help, your child’s teacher may win “Classroom Cash” to help purchase additional educational materials for your child’s classroom!  

If you are willing to help, please complete a volunteer form (Sent home with students this past week) and return it to your child’s teacher by Friday, January 14th.  You may also contact amymikesell@gmail.com or huffmana@bf.noacsc.org if you would like to help. Thank you!

DATE CHANGES IN STUDENT/PARENT HANDBOOK:  Please note that Ohio Achievement Assessments will be given May 2-4.  Please keep these days free of any appointments.  Kindergarten Screening has been moved to May 25-27.  

[image: image6.wmf]VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Reading Tutors are needed at all elementary grade levels.  If you are interested, please contact Holly Bertka at 419-358-7951.
ELEMENTARY MEMORY BOOKS:  A colorful elementary Memory Book for the 2010/2011 school year will be on sale in February.  The price is $16 per Memory Book and will be offered from February 1st until February 28th.  It comes in a sturdy soft cover but can be upgraded to a hardcover for $22.  An informational flyer will be sent home with each student. 
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FIFTH GRADE QUIZ BOWL SEASON BEGINS:  January 24th will be the first Quiz Bowl match.  All matches will be held at Shawnee Middle School.  Our team members are: Brayton Businger, Braden Conrad, Will Grace, Conor Greer, 
Christian Groman, Christopher Harnish, Sydney Hoff, Nate Reynolds, Nate Staley, & Karis Wilson.  They are coached by Mrs. Bertka.  Best wishes goes to our team! 

THREE HOUR DELAY POSSIBILITY:   If needed, we may delay school for three hours.  If school is delayed three hours, the elementary starting time will be 11:10 a.m. and will dismiss at 4:00 p.m. (walkers) and 4:05 p.m. (bus riders).  Lunch will be served one hour later than the normal time.  Morning kindergarten will be from 11:10 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  Afternoon kindergarten will be from 2:10 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. (walkers) and 4:05 (bus riders). 

BLUFFTON EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOLS ALERT SYSTEM:  If you would like to be notified of delays and/or cancellations via a text message on your cell phone, visit the school’s website at www.bluffton.noacsc.org and sign up.  On the website’s home page under the “Parents/Community” heading, click on “Parent Alert System” and follow the simple steps to subscribe to alerts.  Contact the office if you have any questions.  
[image: image8.wmf]ACCELERATED READER INFO:  Bluffton Elementary has a subscription to Renaissance Learning for Accelerated Reader quizzes.  This means that if there is a quiz that Renaissance Learning has created for a book, the students can take that quiz.  There are around 120,000 quizzes available.  There is a link on the Bluffton Schools’ homepage that you can use at home to find out the level and points of any book.  From the homepage, click on “Elementary School” then “Accelerated Reader List” on the right. You will also find “A Parent’s Guide to AR BookFinder” on the link.  If a parent desires, books on the list can be obtained from any library or bookstore of their choice.

January
Monday           17        No School – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Make-up day, if needed)

Friday

21
End of second grading period

Monday
24
5th & 6th Grade Quiz Bowl @ 4:30 p.m. – Shawnee Middle School

Monday
24
Market Day pick up in elementary gym @ 5:45 - 6:45 p.m.
Friday

28
Grade Cards go home with students

Saturday
29 
Bakery Bingo @ M.S. Cafetorium 6:00-8:00 p.m. (If needed, make up will be Feb. 5th)
Monday           31
5th & 6th Grade Quiz Bowl @ 4:30 p.m. – Shawnee Middle School

February
Monday
  7
PTO Meeting @ 6:30 p.m. – Elementary Library

Monday
  7
5th & 6th Grade Quiz Bowl Tourney @ 4:30 – Shawnee Middle School

Monday
14
Market Day pick up in elementary gym @ 5:45 - 6:45 p.m.

Wednesday
16
3rd Grade SESA – “Simple Machines” Presentation
Monday           21        No School – President’s Day (Make-up day, if needed)
Friday

25
Midterms go home with students

Monday
28
5th & 6th Grade Quiz Bowl Tourney @ 4:30 p.m.–Shawnee MS
