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BLUFFTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

STUDENT NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 6, 2017
www.blufftonschools.org
[image: image2.wmf]
ELEMENTARY BOOK FAIR:  The Book Fair will begin the week of October 23rd.  Daily hours will be 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday and 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Friday.  Family Night will be Tuesday, October 24th from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m.
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RED RIBBON WEEK: We are joining students across America in celebrating Red Ribbon Week (October 23-27), the oldest and largest drug prevention program in the nation.  We will have special activities and fun days planned: Thursday-Heroes Day, Friday-Red Out Day.  
TWO HOUR DELAY ANNOUNCED:  Please mark your calendar!  Bluffton Exempted Village Schools will have a two hour delay on November 1st for professional development.  

BLUFFTON PUBLIC LIBRARY:  There’s a new book club in town! Register your family for the “Expand Your World” Family Book Club now held monthly at Bluffton Public Library (all ages welcome). Learn about global citizenship through stories and crafts, and collect book recommendations for further reading. This book club is co-led by Joanna Gratz of Trades of Hope. Our next meeting is Thursday, October 12th at 6:30pm in which we will be reading stories about the continent of Asia. Please register in advance, children under 8 years old MUST be accompanied by a participating adult.
BREAKFAST PROGRAM:  A small grab-n-go breakfast (cereals, pop tarts or granola items with milk) will be served before school on a daily basis from 7:35-8:00 a.m. in the Middle School Cafetorium. The price of a breakfast is $1.50.  Free and reduced prices will be honored in accordance with the lunch program form given to every child on the first day of school.
LUNCH INFORMATION:  A school lunch costs $2.50 and extra milk is 50 cents.  The lunch menu will be sent home with students, but parents may also view it on our website.  A computerized debit system is utilized for payment.  Students may deposit money in their accounts any day of the week before school.  They need to place their money in a sealed envelope, with their name and ID number on the front, in a locked box in the cafeteria.  Students may buy extra items from the lunch menu.  Parents may block this feature by calling the cafeteria.  The food service is willing to help students whom have lost or forgotten their lunch money on occasion but lunch charges are for emergencies only.  Please be aware of how much money your child has in his/her lunch account.  You may sign up for email alerts when your balance in a lunch account is running low.  Parents can sign up using the following link -- http://www.866myezpay.com/  (This link is on the school website on the homepage under “parents”.) Students who do not have any money in their lunch account will be allowed to charge up to three days, after three days the students will be given peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and milk.  
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FREE SERVICE…LUNCH BALANCE NOTIFICATION:  Did you know you can get an email and/or text alert when your child’s lunch balance reaches a certain amount?  This is a free service but you must register on “Meals Plus” located on our website.  Click “Meals Plus” on our website, login, click “Manage Profile”.  Next, enter your balance amount on the “Low Balance Notifications” section.  

PICK UP AND DROP OFF PROCEDURE:  Please do not pick up or drop off students at the stop sign or from the road.  Please pull over to the curb to safely pick up or drop off students.  Do not park in the “yellow curb” zones.

ABSENCES:  Please call the elementary office at 419-358-7951 between 7:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. to notify us if your child is sick.  Notification must be given each day the student is absent.  Students who are absent without an excuse are considered unexcused for the day. 

HEALTHY SNACK CHOICES:  Please consider the special needs of students in your child’s classroom with food allergies or diabetes.  Send in healthy snacks that all kids will enjoy.  For the safety of our students with allergies, please do not send nuts or food containing nuts to the classroom with your child.  This includes all special treats, i.e. birthday and holiday parties, incentive days, etc.  Thank you!
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DISMISSAL PROCEDURES:  Please remember that if your child is going home a different way than normal, he/she will be required to have a note from a parent.  If your student does not have a note, then he/she will be sent home the normal way.  A Bus Request form must be signed in the elementary office if a parent is changing a daily pick up or drop off.

TRANSPORTATION CHANGES BY 2:00 PM:  Only emergency transportation changes will be made after 2:00 p.m. for that day.  Written notes by parent/s must be turned into the office by 9:00 a.m. for same day changes.  
BLUFFTON EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOLS ALERT SYSTEM:  If you would like to be notified of the delays and/or cancellations via a text message on your cell phone, visit the school’s website at www.blufftonschools.org and sign up.  On the website’s home page, under the “Parents” heading, click on “Parent Alert System” and follow the simple steps to subscribe to alerts.  Contact the office if you have any questions. 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Reading Tutors are needed at all elementary grade levels.  If you are interested, please contact Beth Ackerman at 419-358-7951.
[image: image6.wmf]P.T.O. NEWS:  The year is off to a great start. A BIG THANK YOU to those who returned the blue volunteer sheets and/or sent in a donation.  Mrs. Teri Steinmetz class was the big winner as she had the most sheets returned. Thanks to everyone who sent donations in for the PTO Open House Bake Sale.  Another big thank you to all who purchased from the Spiritwear sale.  Please keep saving Box Tops!
WORKBOOK FEES:  Workbook fees for the 2017-2018 school year are as follows:  2 Year Kdg.-$26.00, Kdg.-$42.00,        1st grade-$34.00, 2nd grade-$25.00, 3rd grade-$42.00, 4th grade-$43.00, and 5th grade-$47.00.  You may send one check for all your elementary students.  Please note on the memo line your child and grade level.  For security reasons, please send the check in a sealed envelope marked “Student Workbook Fees” with the student and teacher name.  Please pay your child’s workbook fees by October 16th.  Thank you!
October

 

   

Friday
 
 6
Midterms go home with students  
Friday

13
Second Grade Field Trip – Lima Symphony @ 8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday
18 
Second Grade Field Trip – McElroy Environmental Center @ 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Thursday
19
Third Grade Field Trip-Allen County Children’s Museum @ 8:20 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Mon.-Fri      23-27
Red Ribbon Week

Mon.-Fri.     23-27
Elementary Book Fair Week

Tuesday
24
Book Fair Family Night – Elementary Library 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Tues. - Wed.24-25
Third Grade Ohio English/Language Arts Test
November

Wednesday
   1
2 Hour Delay - Teacher PD 

Friday

   3
End of 1st grading period
Friday

   3
Kindergarten – OSU-Lima Theater, “The Amazing Adventures of Baron M”

Monday
   6
PTO Meeting @ 8:00 p.m. – Elementary Library

Wednesday
   8 
Picture Retake Day

Friday

  10
Grade Cards go home with students

Monday
  20
K-5 Parent Teacher Conf. 5:00-8:00 p.m.

Tuesday
  21
K-5 Parent Teacher Conf. 9:00-4:00 & 5-8 p.m.

Tues.-Wed.    21-22
No School (Elementary & M.S.) 

Thurs.-Fri.      23-24
No School – Thanksgiving Vacation
Wednesday
  29
COSI-On-Wheels “Energy” - Elementary gym
