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Tyler Black  

 
Director’s Corner 

Summer                                                                                      
 Memories                          
 Start                               
 Here:                                                                                                                           
  Family Fun                             
 at your   local                                
Metroparks!                                                      
There’s something timeless about sum-

mer in the parks—sunshine on the 

trails, the sound of kids laughing near 

the playgrounds, and the quiet joy of 

spending time together without 

screens or schedules. At the Metro-

parks, we’re proud to be the place 

where so many local families return 

year after year to reconnect and make 

memories. 

 

Whether it’s a toddler’s first time spot-

ting a frog, a grandparent sharing sto-

ries around a campfire, or an evening 

hike that ends with fireflies lighting the 

path home, our parks offer the kind of 

simple, meaningful experiences that 

stick with you. 

 

This summer, we invite your family to: 

• Take in a movie at Heritage Park – 
bring your blankets, snacks, and sense 

of wonder. 

• Join a guided hike designed for all 

ages – explore the creek at Hermon 

Woodlands or enjoy a hike with the 

help of our naturalists. 

• Enjoy music at the amphitheater, 

sit back and listen to the sounds of 

your childhood, there’s music for eve-

ryone. 

•  Make campfire memories at the 

Ottawa Metro Park campground, com-

plete with s’mores, storytelling, and 

stargazing. 

 

We believe that parks aren’t just plac-

es, they’re where life happens. They’re 

where kids learn to ride bikes, where 

families gather for birthdays and reun-

ions, and where memories are made in 

the quiet moments in nature. 

 

So, this summer, make time for what 

matters. Come explore, play, and grow 

with us at the Metroparks. 
 

Yours in servant leadership, 

 

 

Tyler Black 

Execuঞve Director 

 

Execuঞve Director 

          Tyler Black 

 

Board of Commissioners 

          Robert K. Anঞbus                                                                                

          Kevin P. Bruin 

          Donna M. Creamer  

OLce Hours 

Monday - Friday                            
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
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Movies in the Park 

 

Enjoy an evening under the stars with 

your family, friends and neighbors while 

watching your favorite movie!  Shaw-

nee Township Event Planning (STEP) is 

sponsoring three nights of movies in 

Heritage Park.  A short program will be 

provided by the JAMPD Nature Educa-
ঞon Department/ Ranger Department 
prior to the start of the movie shortly 

before dusk.    Please bring your out-

door chairs, blankets, snacks and bug 

spray.   Light refreshments will be avail-

able to purchase. 

Locaঞon: Heritage Park -                              

2092 Reed Road, Lima, OH  

 

Date                                                    Movie 

Sun., June 29           The Wild Robot 

Sun., July 13             Over the Hedge 

Sun., Aug 10              Migraঞon 

Time: JAMPD program begins shortly 

before dusk.  Movie begins at dark. 
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Saturdays!   

FREE!!                                       

Cryin’ OUT LOUD 

* Note ঞme for children’s programs! 

 

OOttttaawwaa  MMeettrroo  PPaarrkk  AAmmpphhiitthheeaatteerr                                                                                  441199--222211--11223322  

22663322  AAddaa  RRooaadd,,  LLiimmaa,,  OOHH                                                                                                              wwwwww..jjaammppdd..ccoomm  

May 31 ROSCOMMON SESSIONS                                                             

7 pm - 9 pm Tradiঞonal Irish Music 

 

June  7                                              60’s SURVIVOR BAND                                                                              

7 pm - 9 pm              Cover Band for 60-80’s music. 
 

June 14                                             SOMEONE’S KIDS                                                         

7 pm - 9 pm            Cover Band for 60-80’s music 

 

June 21                                              * CHRIS ROWLANDS                                                         

11 am - 12 pm         

 

July 5                                                 SHIFFERLY ROAD BAND                                  

7 pm  - 9 pm           Cover Band for 70-2000’s music 

 

July 12  TRILOGY BAND                                                                    

7 pm - 9 pm             

 

July 19                                               FJ BOEROG                                                   

7 pm  - 9 pm           Cover band for 60-80’s music              

July 26   VERNON MCINTRYE’S                                     

7 pm - 9 pm         APPALACHIAN    GRASS                                

  Folk & Bluegrass 

 

August 2                                       * MARK’S ARK                                                                  

11 am - 12 pm      Live exoঞc animals 

 

August 9                                       * GORDON THE MAGICIAN                                          

11 am -12 pm        Magician. Family Entertainment 

 

August 23                                  ANTIQUE MAYHEM                                                       

7 pm - 9 pm           Cover Band for 60’s to early 80’s.                               
                                                                                 So[/yacht rock style music                  

         

August 30                                 * DR. INSECTA                                                                             
11 am - 12 pm       Bug Genius                     

JJoohhnnnnyy  AApppplleesseeeedd  MMeettrrooppoolliittaann  PPaarrkk  DDiissttrriicctt      

AA  ssppeecciiaall  tthhaannkk  yyoouu  ttoo  PPaarrkk  DDiissttrriicctt  VVoolluunntteeeerrss::                                                                              

TThhoorraa  DDaavviiss  aanndd  JJeerrrryy  JJoohhnnssoonn                                                                                                          

ffoorr  ssppoonnssoorriinngg  oouurr    SSuummmmeerr  AAmmpphhiitthheeaatteerr  SSeerriieess                           

CHRIS ROWLANDS DR. INSECTA 

VERNON MCINTYRES APPALACHIAN GRASS                                                                               

60’s SURVIVOR BAND 
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RREEGGIISSTTEERR  OONNLLIINNEE  AATT  JJAAMMPPDD..CCOOMM  oorr  ccaallll  441199--222211--11223322                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

AAllll  pprrooggrraammss  aarree  ssuuppeerrvviisseedd  aanndd  lleedd  bbyy  PPaarrkk  DDiissttrriicctt  SSttaaffff..  

  

PPOOLLLLIINNAATTOORR  PPAARRTTYY!!                                                                                                                                                            

Tues., June 3 & Wed., June 4                                                                    

9 am to 12 pm OR  1 pm to 4 pm - MEEC 

The world is posiঞvely buzzing with pollinators: bees, bats, 
bu�erYies, and more! Let’s learn about and celebrate these 
ঞny but mighty animals that do so much good! For ages 5-

6. Children are invited to come dressed in long pants and 
closed-toed shoes and socks for a hike in the woods and 
prairie. Please bring sunscreen, bug spray, and a light 
snack! Registraঞon, along with a non-refundable $10 fee is 
required by May 30.  
 

AABBCC’’SS  OOFF  NNAATTUURREE                                                                                                                                                  

Tues., July 22 & Wed., July 23                                                       

10 am to 1 pm OR                                                  

Thurs., July 24 & Fri., July 25                                                          

10 am to 1 pm – MTB                                                                    

Does Nature know the alphabet? Join us as we search for 
le�ers formed naturally. We will be looking at nature a 
di@erent way!  We will be learning about Nature Photog-
raphy! Children’s cameras will be provided as we hike in 
the park to document the ABC’s of Nature! Please bring a 
sack lunch and a water bo�le. Registraঞon, along with a 
non-refundable $10 fee is required by July 19.  

HHEERRPP,,  HHEERRPP,,  HHOOOORRAAYY!!      
Tues., June 17 & Wed., June 18                                                                

9 am to 12 pm  OR  1 pm to 4 pm - MEEC                                                                      

Let’s get the party started and celebrate our 
naঞve herpঞles! During this 2-day camp children aged 7 – 
9 will parঞcipate in interacঞve lessons and acঞvity staঞons 
dedicated to learning all about Ohio’s awesome amphibi-
ans and remarkable repঞles. Dress for the weather and 
bring sunscreen, bug spray, a water bo�le, and a light 
snack. Registraঞon along with a non-refundable fee of $10 
is required by June 14. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RROOCCKK  OONN!!    
Tues., July 22, Wed., July 23, & Thurs., July 24                                    

9 am to 12 pm OR  1 pm to 4 pm - MEEC                                            

Can you dig it? We bet you can! During this 3-day camp 
children aged 7 – 9 will explore Ohio’s geology and the 
processes that have shaped the ground beneath our feet. 
Take a deep dive into minerals, rocks, fossils and more! 
Dress for the weather and bring sunscreen, bug spray, a 
water bo�le, and a light snack. Registraঞon along with a 
non-refundable fee of $15 is required by July 19. 

““FFUUNN””DDAAMMEENNTTAALLSS  ooff  AARRCCHHEERRYY  
Tues., June 3 & Wed., June 4 OR                       

Thurs., June 5 & Fri., June 6  

9 am to 12 pm OR 1 pm to 4 pm  - ACF 

Take aim and try out something new! During 
this 2-day camp, children ages 9 – 14 will explore archery 
as a recreaঞonal sport and wildlife management tool. Cer-
ঞCed archery instructors will lead parঞcipants in the fun-
damentals of proper shooঞng technique and highlight im-
portant safety consideraঞons. As our skills are sharpened, 
challenge games will be introduced! All materials will be 
provided by the park district, and parঞcipants must use the 
equipment provided. Parঞcipants must wear closed-toe 
shoes and secure long hair. Dress for the weather and 
bring sunscreen, bug spray, a water bo�le, and a light 
snack. Limited to 10 parঞcipants per session; may only 
sign up for one session. Registraঞon along with a non-

refundable fee of $15 is required by June 1.                              

KKAAYYAAKK  AADDVVEENNTTUURREESS                                                                                                                                    

Tues., July 15 & Wed., July 16 OR                                                 

Thurs., July 17 & Fri., July 18                                                               

9 am to 12 pm OR  1 pm to 4 pm - OMP                                                      

Youth, ages 10 - 14 years old, are invited to 
learn to kayak! With the support of the ODNR Boaঞng 
Safety Educaঞon Grant, we’ll learn safe boaঞng pracঞces 
and do some kayaking. Please bring a sack lunch, water 
bo�le, and sunscreen. Dress to be outdoors and to get 
wet! Registraঞon along with a non-refundable $15 fee is 
required by July 11. 
 

METROPARK TRAILBLAZERS (AGES 5 & 6) 

METROPARK DISCOVERERS (AGES 7 to 9) 

METROPARK DISCOVERERS (AGES 7 to 9) 

METROPARK EXPLORERS (AGES 9 to 14) 

METROPARK EXPLORERS (AGES 10 to 14) 

Metro Park Adventures                       
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If program descripঞon indicates 
registraঞon required, please                  
register online at jampd.com or          
by calling 419-221-1232.                                                                           
 

 

ROSCOMMON SESSIONS                            

Sat., May 31 - 7 pm - OMP/AMP            

See Amphitheater Programs on page 
3 for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY CAMP - “FUN”DAMENTALS 

OF ARCHERY (ages 9-14)                                 

Tues., June 3 & Wed., June 4 OR 

Thurs. June 5 & Fri., June 6                        

 

See Day Camp Programs on page 4 
for details. 
 

DAY CAMP - POLLINATOR        

PARTY! (ages 5 & 6)                                                      

Tues., June 3 & Wed., June 4                         

9 am to 12 pm OR 1 pm to 4 pm 

MEEC                                                                  

See Day Camp Programs on page  4 
for details. 
 

60’s SURVIVOR BAND                            

Sat., June 7 - 7 pm - OMP/AMP                     

See Amphitheater Programs on page 
3 for details. 
 

SOMEONE’S KIDS                                  

Sat., June 14 - 7 pm - OMP/AMP                     

See Amphitheater Programs on page 
3 for details. 
 

PARKSIDE PACERS                            

Mon., June 16 – 5 pm – OMP                        

Turn up the heat on your Ctness rou-
ঞne and walk for wellness! Join a  
Naturalist as we walk a few laps or set 
your pace to achieve your Ctness 
goals.  All ages & abiliঞes are wel-
come.  Dress for the weather & come 
out rain or shine! Meet at the Wyan-
dot Shelter. Register by June 13.   
 

DAY CAMP - HERP, HERP,              

HOORAY! (ages 7 -9)                                              

Tues., June 17 & Wed., June 18 -               

9 am  to 12 pm OR 1 pm to 4 pm  

MEEC                                                               

See Day Camp Programs on page 4 
for details. 

MORNING HIKE 

Tues., June 17 - 10 am - MMP 

Does nature know the alphabet?  
We’ll join the Blu\on Public Library 
to look at nature a di@erent way by 
searching for le�ers formed naturally!  
Along our hike we will be learning 
about Nature Photography!  Chil-
dren’s cameras will be provided, 
adults bring your cell phones.  Plan on 
a 1-1½ hour hike, weather and  
ground condiঞons. 
 

BIRDING IN THE PARK                                           

Wed., June 18 - 8 am - LBS 

Many birds will only nest in speciCc 
habitats, o[en becoming wonderful 
indicators of the health of the ecosys-
tem where they are living.  Come join 
a naturalist to canvas a porঞon of the 
park for breeding birds and see who 
calls the Park “home”!  We’ll idenঞfy 
some by sight, but many by sound.  
Some binoculars and Celd guides pro-
vided.  Beginner & experienced bird-
ers welcome!  Register by June 15.  
 

PEDAL THE PARKS! 

Wed., June 18 – 6 pm – HP   

Put your pedals through their spin 
cycle and join park sta@ to explore 
the trails on two wheels! Enjoy an 
interpreঞve bike tour and “wheel”-
derness ride as we travel along the 
Rotary Riverwalk/O�awa River 
Bikeway through Heritage Park to the 
Colle� Street Recreaঞon Area and 
back again. Round trip will be around 
8 miles. Dress for the weather and 
bring a water bo�le. Helmets are re-
quired. Meet at the Veterans Shelter. 
Register by June 15.  
 

CHRIS ROWLANDS                            

Sat., June 21 - 11 am - OMP/AMP                     

See Amphitheater Programs on page 
3 for details. 

 

 

PPAARRKKSS  LLEEGGEENNDD  

 

ACF Allen County Farm Park 

ATA                                   Anঞbus Trail Access 

AR                                       Agerter Road River                             
                                                     Access 

DC                                     Deep Cut Historical Park  
FA                                       Fort Amanda Park 

HP                                     Heritage Park 

HR                                      Haver Ridge 

HW                                  Hermon Woodlands               
                                                   Metro Park 

KW                                Kendrick Woods 

KW/CTA          Kendrick Woods/                       
                                                  Co�onwood Trail Access 

KW/EAR          Kendrick Woods/                                         
                                                   Evans   Archery Range 

LBS                                   Lippinco� Bird Sanctuary 

LHF                                  Lauer Historical Farm 

MEEC                         McElroy Environmental                
                                                    Educaঞon Center 
MMP                            Mo�er Metro Park 

MTB                              McLean Teddy Bear Park 

OMP                             O�awa Metro Park 

OMP/AMP    O�awa Metro Park                           
                                     Amphitheater 
OMP/CG     O�awa Metro Park                 
                                                   Campground 

Summer Programs 
June, July & August 

June 

May 



6 

July 

PARKSIDE PACERS 

Mon., June 23 – 5 pm – HW 

See June 16 program descripঞon.  
Note the locaঞon.  Meet outside the 
West Shelter. Register by June 20.  
 

IMAGINATURE PLAYGROUP                   

Tues., June 24 - 10 am OR 1 pm -HW 

Come play with us at the Hermon 
Woodlands Imaginature Playscape!  
Join a naturalist at the West Shelter 

for a mini program, then spend the 

rest of the ঞme playing and exploring 
in the playscape and creek.  Feel free 
to pack a picnic lunch and extra shoes 
and/or clothes for the ride home!  
Register by June 21. 
 

KAYAKING FOR BEGINNERS                 

Wed., June 25 - 10 am – OMP                 

Learn how to kayak or refresh your 
skills on this guided kayak tour of Li-
ma Lake. With the support of a 
ODNR Boaঞng Safety Educaঞon 
Grant, we’ll learn safe boaঞng pracঞc-
es and do some kayaking around the 
calm lake. This program is designed 
for adult parঞcipants or ages 14+ 
with an adult present on the water 
together in separate kayaks. A regis-
traঞon fee of $5 holds your spot and 
will be refunded within a few days of 
your conCrmed a�endance. Prepare 
for the weather, bring snacks, drink-
ing water and sunscreen. Register by 
June 22. 
 

BEGINNING ARCHERY  

Wed., June 25 – 6 pm to 7 pm OR               

7 pm to 8 pm – ACF 

Enjoy the great outdoors while learn-
ing a new skill! Parঞcipants ages 9 to 
adult are invited to join us on the 
range to explore this unique recrea-
ঞonal sport and appreciate the role of 
archery in wildlife management. Cer-
ঞCed archery instructors will lead par-
ঞcipants in proper shooঞng technique 
and highlight important safety consid-
eraঞons. All materials will be provided 
by the park district; parঞcipants must 

use the equipment provided. Wear 
closed-toe shoes and secure long hair. 
Please register for only one evening 
session. Register by June 22.                   
 

FEEDING DAY                                         

Thurs., June 26 - 4 pm - MEEC                     

The Park District maintains several 
educaঞon animals in the McElroy En-
vironmental Educaঞon Center, using 
them throughout the year for nature 
presentaঞons and programs. Join the 
Cri�er Care volunteers to watch (or 
help!) them clean and feed all our ani-
mals at 4 pm on the last Thursday of 
the month! Register by June 25.  
 

HEALTH THROUGH NATURE                   

Thurs., June 26 - 5:30 pm - MTB           

Although modern technologies are 
making our life easier, more and more 
people are experiencing a sense of 
unease and anxiety.  New scienঞCc 
research concludes our disconnect 

from nature may be the cause.  Scien-
ঞsts are Cnding that a connecঞon to 
the natural world is crucial for our 
health and well-being.  Join a Cerঞ-
Ced Natural Mindfulness Guide on 
Thursday evening of each month to 
reap the health beneCts of being in 
nature.  Register by June 23.                          
 

SKY FISHING                                           

Fri., June 27 – 9 pm – KW                 

Every last Friday from May to Sep-
tember, a naturalist will set up equip-
ment to go ‘sky Cshing’- a way that 
scienঞsts sample the insects Yying 
through our night sky. From luna 
moths to CreYies, each month should 
bring a suite of curious new insects as 
di@erent species emerge at di@erent 
ঞmes of year. Help us idenঞfy and 
record the insects we Cnd, or simply 
enjoy the show! Event starts at sunset 
each month. Register by June 24. 
 

MOVIES IN THE PARK                                         

“The Wild Robot”                                           
Sun., June 29 –  Dusk   – HP                                                                                                                       

See arঞcle on page 2 for details. 
 

SHIFFERLY ROAD                            

Sat., July 5 - 7 pm - OMP/AMP            

See Amphitheater Programs on page 
3 for details. 
 

KAYAKING FOR BEGINNERS                     

Sat., July 12 - 10 am – OMP               

Learn how to kayak or refresh your 
skills on this guided kayak tour of Li-
ma Lake. With the support of the 
ODNR Boaঞng Safety Educaঞon 
Grant, we’ll learn safe boaঞng pracঞc-
es and do some kayaking around the 
calm lake. This program is designed 
for adult parঞcipants or ages 14+ 
with an adult present on the water 
together in separate kayaks. A regis-
traঞon fee of $5 holds your spot and 
will be refunded a[er your conCrmed 
a�endance. Prepare for the weather, 
bring snacks, drinking water and sun-
screen. Register by July 9. 
 

TRILOGY BAND                                                

Sat., July 12 - 7 pm - OMP/AMP            

See Amphitheater Programs on page 
9 for details. 
 

MOVIES IN THE PARK                                         

“Over the Hedge”                                           
Sun., July 13 – Dusk– HP                                             

See arঞcle on page 2 for details. 
 

PARKSIDE PACERS 

Mon., July 14 – 5 pm – OMP   

See June 16 program descripঞon.  
Note the locaঞon.  Meet at the          
Wyandot Shelter. Register by July 13. 
 

DAY CAMP - KAYAK                     

ADVENTURES                                      

(ages 10 - 14)  (2 day camp) 

Tues., July 15 & Wed., July 16                     

9am to 12 pm OR 1 pm to 4 pm            

OMP 

See Day Camp Programs on page 4 
for details. 
 

 

 

 

 

June (Cont’d) 
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DAY CAMP - KAYAK                              

ADVENTURES                                           

(ages 10 - 14) (2 day camp) 

Thurs., July 17 & Fri., July 18                           

9 am to 12 pm OR 1 pm to 4 pm  - 

OMP 

See Day Camp Programs on page 4 

for details. 

 

PEDAL THE PARKS! 

Wed., July 16 – 6 pm – OMP   

Put your pedals through their spin 

cycle and join park sta@ to explore the 
trails on two wheels! Enjoy an inter-

preঞve bike tour and “wheel”-derness 

ride as we travel along the Rotary 
Riverwalk and O�awa River Bikeway 
through Lauer Historical Farm to 

Schoonover Park and back again. To-
tal distance traveled will be 7 miles. 
Dress for the weather and bring a 
water bo�le. Helmets are required. 
Meet at the Wyandot Shelter. Regis-
ter by July 13. 
 

HEALTH THROUGH NATURE                   

Thurs., July 17 - 5:30 pm - MTB            

See June 26 program descripঞon.  
Register by July 14. 
 

FJ BOEROG                                                     

Sat., July 19 - 7 pm - OMP/AMP            

See Amphitheater Programs on page 

3 for details. 
 

PARKSIDE PACERS 

Mon., July 21 – 5 pm – HW  

See June 23 program descripঞon. 
Register by July 18. 
 

DAY CAMP - ROCK ON! (ages 7-

9)Tues., July 22, Wed., July 23 &               

Thurs., July 24                                                      

9 am to 12 pm OR 1 pm to 4 pm  

MEEC (3 day camp)                                                               

See Day Camp Programs on page 4 

for details. 
 

 

 

DAY CAMP - ABC’S OF NATURE 

(ages 5 & 6) (2 day camp)                                                                                                          

Tues.,  July 22 & Wed., July 23 OR 

Thurs., July 24 & Fri., July 25                           

10 am to 1 pm - MTB                                     

See Day Camp Programs on page 4 

for details. 

 

PRAIRIE FAIRIES                                             

Wed., July 23– 3:30 pm – MMP                 

Come out to Mo�er Metro Park and 
help a naturalist look for real-life fair-

ies of the prairie- bu�erYies and 
moths! Soaring through the air, lead-

ing you down the paths, and sipping 

delicately from Yowers, these incredi-
ble insects are a treat to see. Togeth-
er we will learn about the importance 
of prairies, how to observe and han-
dle bu�erYies, and appreciate the 
beauty of this incredible ecosystem. 
Bu�erYy nets provided. Guests are 
invited to come wearing fairy wings or 
Yower crowns for fun! Closed-toed 

shoes and socks are recommended. 

Register by July 20. 
 

SKY FISHING                                           

Fri., July 25 – 9 pm– KW                          

See June 27 program descripঞon. 
Register by July 22. 
 

IMAGINATURE PLAYGROUP              

Tues., July 29- 10 am OR 1 pm - HW                                                             

See June 24 program descripঞon.   
Register by July 26. 
 

VERNON MCINTYRE’S                                

APPALACHIAN GRASS                                 

Sat., July 26 - 7 pm - OMP/AMP            

See Amphitheater Programs on page 

3 for details. 
 

BEGINNING ARCHERY 

Wed., July 30 – 6 pm to 7 pm OR                

7 pm to 8 pm – KW/EAR 

See June 25 program descripঞon. 
Register by July 27. 
 

 

 

 

FEEDING DAY                                             

Thurs., July 31 – 4 pm – MEEC                      

See June 26 program descripঞon. 
Register by July 30. 
 

MARKS ARK                                      

Sat., Aug. 2 - 11 am  - OMP/AMP                

See Amphitheater Programs on page 

9 for details.           

  

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT                            

Tues., Aug. 5 – 6 pm to 9 pm – HP 

and Local Communiঞes                                        
Come join family and friends at your 

community’s Naঞonal Night Out! The 
Johnny Appleseed Metro Park District 
hosts the Shawnee community at 

Heritage Park and has had a presence 

around the county, including Blu\on, 
Allen Co Fairgrounds, Elida and more!  

There will be food, acঞviঞes for the 
kids and displays from your local Fire 

and Law Enforcement Departments. 

Take this opportunity to spend an 
evening with your family and meet 
some of your local Crst responders!  
 

FALL VOLUNTEER OVERVIEW 

Wed., Aug. 6 – 6 pm – Park OLce 
Conference Room 

See Volunteer Opportuniঞes on          
pages 10 & 11. Register by Aug. 5. 
 

HOMESCHOOL SERIES:                           

Invertebrate Invesঞgaঞon                            
Thurs., Aug. 7 – 11 am – MEEC                  

Make no bones about it, spineless 
cri�ers that creep and crawl are super 
cool!  Join a Naturalist to discover 
how animals are classiCed and explore 
invertebrate individuals up close. Ac-
ঞviঞes will be di@erenঞated for a va-
riety of ages, with a focus on ages 5 – 
10. Registraঞon is required for all par-
ঞcipaঞng children; parents or guardi-
ans should accompany registered par-

ঞcipants. Register by Aug. 4. 
 

 

July (cont’d) 

August 
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PRAIRIE FAIRIES                                      

Fri., Aug. 8– 3:30 pm – KW/CTA                       

Come out to Co�onwood Trail and 
help a naturalist look for real-life fair-
ies of the prairie- bu�erYies and 
moths! Soaring through the air, lead-
ing you down the paths, and sipping 
delicately from Yowers, these incredi-
ble insects are a treat to see. Togeth-
er we will learn about the importance 
of prairies, how to observe and han-
dle bu�erYies, and appreciate the 
beauty of this incredible ecosystem. 
Bu�erYy nets provided. Guests are 
invited to come wearing fairy wings 
or Yower crowns for fun! Closed-toed 
shoes and socks are recommended. 
Register by Aug. 5. 
 

GORDON THE MAGICIAN                                      

Sat., Aug. 9 - 11 am  - OMP/AMP                

See Amphitheater Programs on page 
9 for details.            
 

FULL MOON KAYAK FLOAT                            

Sat., Aug. 9 - 8:30 pm – OMP                       

Get ready to experience the sunset 
on Lima Lake and enjoy all the sounds 
and sensaঞons of the lake at night. 
Watch the moon rise and night ani-
mals start to come out! Guests must 
be ages 14+ with an adult and have 
previous kayak experience. Bug spray 
and bo�led water recommended. A 
registraঞon fee of $5 holds your spot, 
will be refunded within a few days of 
your conCrmed a�endance. Register 
by Aug 8. 
 

PERSEID METEOR SHOWER                     

Sat., Aug. 9 – 9 pm – KW                         

Watch for meteors with the Lima As-
tronomical Society and view other 
celesঞal objects through telescopes! 
Bring bug spray, lawn chairs / ground 
blanket, and a light jacket for comfort. 
A�endees are welcome to bring their 
own telescope! This event is depend-
ent on weather and cloud cover and 
o[en conঞnues late into the night, 
stay as long as you like! Check the 

Lima Astronomical Society website 
for cancellaঞon due to weather or 
cloud cover ahead of the event at 
limaastro.com. Register by Aug. 8. 
 

MOVIES IN THE PARK                                         

“Migraঞon”                                           
Sun., Aug. 10 –  Dusk  – HP                                                                                                                

See arঞcle on page 2 for details. 
 

PROJECT WILD WORKSHOP 

  

See Volunteer Opportuniঞes on page 
10. Register by Aug. 1. 
 

PARKSIDE PACERS 

Mon., Aug. 11 – 5 pm – OMP   

See June 16 program descripঞon. 
Register by Aug. 8. 
 

PEDAL THE PARKS! 

Wed., Aug. 13 – 6 pm – HP  

See June 18 program descripঞon. 
Register by Aug. 10. 
                    

HEALTH THROUGH NATURE                       

Thurs., Aug. 14 – 5:30 pm - MTB                      

See June 26 program descripঞon. 
Register by Aug. 1`. 
 

JAMPD at the ALLEN COUNTY 

FAIR                                                                             

Fri., Aug. 15 to Sat., Aug. 23                  
Allen County Fairgrounds                                                      
Stop by the conservaঞon tent (near 
the SW corner of the fairgrounds) to 
appreciate what the JAMPD Natural-
ists and other local partners have put 
on display! The engaging and informa-
ঞve displays will be open to view 
whenever the fair is open. There will 
be speciCc programming as well, with 
the Conservaঞon Club’s youth Cshing 
derby on Monday morning and 
JAMPD programs (o[en featuring live 
animals) throughout the rest of the 
week. We’d love to see you there! 
 

ANTIQUE MAYHEM                                     

Sat., Aug. 23 - 7 pm  - OMP/AMP                

See Amphitheater Programs on page 
3 for details.            
 

PARKSIDE PACERS 

Mon., Aug. 25 – 5 pm – HW 

See June 23 program descripঞon. 
Register by Aug 21. 
 

IMAGINATURE PLAYGROUP              

                     

See June 24 program descripঞon.   
Register by August 22. 
 

BEGINNING ARCHERY 

Wed., Aug. 27 – 6 pm to 7 pm OR           

7 pm to 8 pm – ACF 

See June 25 program descripঞon. 
Register by Aug 24. 
 

FEEDING DAY                                              

Thurs., Aug. 28 – 4 pm – MEEC               

See June 26 program descripঞon. 
Register by Aug 27. 
 

SKY FISHING                                                   

Fri., Aug. 29– 9 pm – KW                       

See June 27 program descripঞon.  
Register by Aug 26. 
 

DR. INSECTA                                     

Sat., Aug. 30 - 11 am  - OMP/AMP                

See Amphitheater Programs on page 
3 for details.            

August (cont’d) 

Photo Courtesy of Kira Davis 
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I like many of you, am a busy person. 

My work keeps me busy! Since starঞng 
my career here at JAMPD, I am always 

on the go: leading hikes, wrangling ed-
ucaঞon animals like snakes and snap-
ping turtles, and teaching the lovely 
people of Allen County all about sci-
ence and nature. I’m o[en on the go in 
my spare ঞme as well: supporঞng the 
arts in 3 counঞes and baking are my 
hobbies. Not to menঞon my husband 
and I enjoy birding around Ohio and 
Michigan, which is full of really beauঞ-
ful desঞnaঞons (and birds)! And now 
we’re house hunঞng! But someঞmes, a 
girl has just got to sit and rest. And so, I 
have become a casual video-gamer. 
 

But something that always bothers me 
about video games is that when you 
see a plant, it might as well be a card-
board cutout of a plant.  
 

In real life, you can look at a plant and 
see much more than just the plant it-
self. You can see insects taking shelter 
in the leaves, drinking the nectar, or 
doing any number of things! You may 
Cnd mosses or lichens or mushrooms 
growing on the plant. If we looked 
even deeper, on the microscopic level, 
there would be even more ঞny, amaz-
ing creatures uঞlizing the plant, like 
waterbears and diatoms (look them 
up!). If you ask enough quesঞons, one 
single plant can be the start of a life-
ঞme’s worth of research.  

 

Summer is a great ঞme, because so 
many di@erent living things are all 
around us! Flowers are blooming, tree 
leaves have sunlight streaming 
through, bu�erYies and moths are 
Yourishing, birds are Yying through the 
air, turtles and Csh are swimming in 

ponds close enough to the surface for 
us to see them live their beauঞful lives. 
Each one holds its own mysteries and 
stories to tell, if we are curious and 
brave enough to ask and to learn. 
 

And that is what I love about the 
world! It is so full of both lore and mys-
teries. I love learning new things, and I 
believe that no knowledge is ever 
wasted. Learning connects us to the 
past, as every answer comes from a 
quesঞon asked by someone else who 
asked before us. Learning is a conver-
saঞon, where we hear what has been 
discovered by others, then think and 
ask something new. Learning brings 
people together, as we teach others 
what we have learned and foster curi-
osity in others.  

 

I once had a very wise friend who told 
me, “You’ll learn more by going to the 
same place 100 ঞmes, than by going 
100 di@erent places.” While I’m not 

sure I agree, I do think about it some-
ঞmes. He meant that by going to the 
same place 100 ঞmes, you will noঞce 
new things and look a li�le deeper 
each ঞme. When going to a new place, 
you may only noঞce the surface level.  
This summer, I challenge you to do 
both! Go to a new place. We have 20 
parks in Allen County for you to ex-
plore, for free, open every day. Then 
go to a familiar place several ঞmes. 
Maybe one of our parks that you are 

more familiar with. Let me know what 
you think, what you observe, what you 
learn. Where will you learn more?  

 

I will leave you with one of my favorite 
quotes, which I think about o[en:  
 

“The best thing for being sad… is to 

learn something. That is the only thing 
that never fails. You may grow old and 
trembling in your anatomies, you may 
lie awake at night listening to the disor-
der of your veins, you may miss your 
only love, you may see the world about 
you devastated… There is only one 

thing for it then — to learn. Learn why 
the world wags and what wags it. That 
is the only thing which the mind can 
never exhaust, never alienate, never be 
tortured by, never fear or distrust, and 
never dream of regreমng.” -T.H. White 

 

   Get Outside, 

 MMaarriiee  WWaallttoonn      

Naturalist                                        

Naturalist Notebook  
“How Full the Earth is!”  

 

Photo Courtesy of Emily Green 

Photo Courtesy of John Martin 
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Thursdays - 4 pm – MEEC  

The Park District maintains several 

live animals as ambassadors for envi-

ronmental educaঞon. Mostly repঞles 
and amphibians with a few inverte-
brates and Csh, these animals need 
to be cared for – and that’s where 
you come in! We’re looking for excit-

ed teenage volunteers to help with 
our Cri�er Care program. We tend 
to the animals in the McElroy Envi-
ronmental Educaঞon Center (MEEC), 
2355 Ada Road on Thursdays at             
4 pm.  Each volunteer will be re-
quired to a�end a training session 
stressing animal care and sanitary 
standards, which includes a volun-
teer manual. For more informaঞon 
contact Marie Walton at 
MWalton@jampd.com 

 

 

Wed, Aug. 27 – 9 am to 12 pm – 
HW 

 

The Park District’s “Basic Needs” 
Celd trip is an interdisciplinary nature
-based program focused on observ-
ing, exploring, describing, and com-
paring the basic needs of animals 
living in Allen county. Naturalist-led 

student groups rotate to various sta-
ঞons assisted by volunteers at Her-
mon Woodlands Metro Park. Please 
join us on Wednesday, August 27th

 

from 9 am to 12 pm for an in-depth 
training on the program. Register on 
the Volunteer Portal, VicNet, by Au-
gust 25. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project WILD is a program dedicated 
to providing wildlife-based conserva-

ঞon and environmental educaঞon to 
K-12 students within an interdiscipli-
nary framework. Join JAMPD Natu-
ralists and Ohio Division of Wildlife 
sta@ as you gain the knowledge and 
resources to teach about naঞve wild-
life and promote conservaঞon stew-
ardship across all subjects and grade 
levels. This workshop is free to 
a�end, and all classroom materials 
and manuals are provided free of 
charge through the Ohio Division of 

Wildlife. Project WILD is a Wildlife 
Diversity project funded by hunঞng 
and Cshing license sales, Ohio in-
come tax check-o@ donaঞons, Ohio 
Wildlife Legacy Stamp sales, cardinal 
license plate sales, and donaঞons. 
Register by Aug. 1 to secure your 
spot at the workshop! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the Nature Educaঞon Dept.                          
Volunteer Opportuniঞes                       

PROJECT WILD WORKSHOP CRITTER CARE VOLUNTEERS 

1st GRADE FIELD TRIP TRAINING 

Please join us to learn about              
volunteering at the park.  An          
informaঞonal session will be held 
to provide an overview of opportu-
niঞes during the fall months in our 
Nature Educaঞon department, 
Natural Resources department, 
and more! Following the overview, 
we will help new volunteers get set 
up with our volunteer portal. First-
ঞme and long-ঞme volunteers are  
welcome!   
      

    FALL OVERVIEW SESSION 

Wed., Aug. 6 – 6 pm      

Park OLce Conference Room                     
1682 Slabtown Road 

 (Register at jampd.com or                  
419-221-1232 by Aug. 5)                            

Interested in 
Volunteering? 

CALL FOR                 

PHOTOS!  
JAMPD’s Annual Nature Photography 
Contest is coming up this autumn and 
now is the ঞme to get outside and 
take some photos! This contest, while 
held in the fall, is not fall themed and 
year-round photos are encouraged. 
Youth parঞcipaঞon is typically low, so 
give someone under 17 a camera and 
send them outside! 

Photo Courtesy of Becky 
Pescosolido 
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Teasel is an invasive weed of open 

spaces.  It outcompetes naঞve  
prairie Yowers and grasses.  Teasel 
seed heads will be removed shortly  

a[er Yowering, in mid-July for one 

month, before seeds mature.  Seed  
heads will be clipped from stalks and 

bagged for disposal.  The stalks  
will be clipped just above the ground 
to prevent resprouঞng.  Removal  
will be conducted at several park loca-

ঞons throughout the summer on  
Mondays and Thursdays from 8am to 

11 am and noon to 2:30/3:00pm.  See 
date and locaঞon schedule below. For 
more informaঞon, please contact the  
Natural Resources Department at  
419-221-1232 or at                                                       

NaturalResources@jampd.com.   

Please wear very sturdy gloves to  
protect your hands from the teasel 

spines and bring your own loppers and 
clippers.  Registered volunteers can 
sign up in the Volunteer Portal, Vic-
Net. 

 

Teasel Seed Head Removal 

July 14 -    Mo�er Metro Park 

July 17 -    Deep Cut Historical Park 

July 21 -    Lippinco� Bird Sanctuary 

July 24 -    Kendrick Woods -                                         

                                             Evans  Archery Range   

July 28 -    O�awa Metro Park 

July 31 -    Co�onwood Trail Access 

August 4 - McLean Teddy Bear Park 

August 7-  Lauer Historical Farm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collecঞon can take place in meadows/
prairies or wooded areas depending 
on the species.  Exact ঞming will de-
pend on the weather and the plants 

being dry enough to ripen for collec-
ঞon.  Seeds will either be spread in 
park areas in need of restoraঞon or 
will be grown for plugs to plant the 
following spring.  If you are interested 
in this opportunity, please contact the 
Natural Resources Department at  
419-221-1232 or                                                   

NaturalResources@jampd.com.  Times 

and locaঞons will be posted in VicNet 
as seeds begin to ripen.   
 

 

Weeding sessions at the Schick           
Memorial Garden at O�awa Metro 
Park two Wednesday mornings a 
month from 8 am to 12 pm, June  
through August.  The garden is located 
just west of the hill and contains a va-

riety of naঞve plants to help promote 
pollinators.  Sign up for shi[s in the 
Volunteer Portal, VicNet.   
 
Naঞve Garden Caretaker at Schick  
Memorial Garden Weeding Sessions 

June 11 & 25 

July 9
 
 & 23 

Aug 6 & 20 

Volunteer Opportuniঞes                              
With the Natural Resource Dept.                      

COMMON AND CUT-LEAF                 
TEASEL CONTROL 

SEED COLLECTION FOR HABITAT 
RESTORATION              

NATIVE GARDEN CARETAKER 

LIMA AREA 

WOODCARVERS  
The Lima Area Wood Carvers invite 
you to join the club and a�end one of 
their monthly meeঞngs featuring an 
easy to moderate project presented 

with instrucঞon. Beginners are wel-
come! Summer meeঞngs will be held at 
the Wyandot Shelter at O�awa Metro 
Park on the Crst Monday of each 
month in June, July, and August begin-
ning at 7 PM. Contact Dave Be�s at 
419-204-1571 for more informaঞon. 

ALL ABILITY            

KAYAK                

ADVENTURES 
We believe everyone should have the 

opportunity to experience a relaxing 
Yoat on the water. So, with adapঞve 
paddling equipment sponsored by   
ODNR’s Boaঞng Safety Educaঞon 
Grant, we’re partnering with Allen 
County Board of Developmental      
Disabiliঞes to make kayaking in the 
park accessible! Groups from around 

the county will get the chance to ex-
perience boaঞng on July 8 and 9 

at           

O�awa Metro Park. For more infor-
maঞon, reach out to                                       
LGallaugher@jampd.com.                               
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Agerter Road River Access  - 0 mi

16410 Agerter Road

Allen County Farm Park  - 2.5 mi
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Deep Cut Historical Park  - 0.15 mi

22900 St. Rt. 66

Fort Amanda State Memorial Park  - 0.4 mi
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Haver Ridge Metro Park  - 2.0 mi

8335 Bellefontaine Road

1682 Slabtown Road

Lima, OH 45801

Phone: 419-221-1232

eMail - jampd@jampd.com

JohnnyAppleseedParks.com

To be placed on the newsle�er mailing 
list, please call the Park District OLce.


