Bluffton Exempted Village Schools 

2016-2017 Summer District Newsletter
~ News from the Superintendent~
     I hope you had a great summer! We are excited for the beginning of the new school year. On Monday, August 29, 2016, we will be welcoming over 1,200 students into our district. This will be our largest enrollment since 2002-2003 school year.  Due to the increased enrollment, we added another kindergarten position this summer, and Jeff Richards will be the teacher in this classroom.  In addition to Jeff, we have four other new staff members for this school year.  Mason Roth will replace Kyle Cutnaw as our new middle school and high school Health and Physical Education teacher.  Chris Wenger is our new custodian at the high school taking over for Daryl Shields, who retired.  Nicki Moser will move to the high school cafeteria in place of Jane Moser, who also retired. Rebekah Peralta will fill the opening for educational aide, replacing the retired Bev Simon.  We welcome each of these new staff members and anticipate working with them for many years to come.

     In the past, the fall newsletter included the 2015-2016 Local State Report Card results; however, these scores had not been released as the newsletter went to print.    As you may know, there have been many changes to the testing requirements at various grade levels from grades 3-12 in Ohio.  Our staff has been working diligently to prepare our students for these various assessments over the course of the last six years.  Likewise, our district, along with every district in the state, has had to adjust to new curriculum standards, new testing formats, and new achievement tests. The latter went from Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) to the new state assessments from American Institutes for Research (AIR).  It seems like the debate has been settled at the state level, and the AIR Ohio tests will be here for the foreseeable future.  Concurrent to the testing debate, the Ohio Department of Education has been establishing cut scores for the various assessments. These scores quantify if the student has passed the assessment or not.  In recent years, our district has consistently scored in the top 5-8% of all school districts in the state in performance index.  As the 2015-16 results are released statewide, we are hopeful that our rankings will remain strong.  Regardless, our staff will continue to work to bring the best possible education to every student in our district and to give the personal touch needed to help every child succeed.  With that said, we recognize that our success as a district is not just about what occurs in the classroom; instead, that success is the result of the combined efforts of parents, students, staff, and the community.  

     The financial report on this page shows our general fund carry-over balance of over $3.5 million for the 2016 fiscal year.  We have been able to achieve financial stability due to cost-saving measures and an increase in both the state and local revenue.  Our district spends nearly $2,000 less than state average per pupil, yet continues to demonstrate achievement levels competitive with top districts in the state.  In the coming year, we will continue to look for ways to be fiscally responsible to you, our community, while still providing our students with an excellent education.

     Prior to the start of classes, our staff will participate in professional development activities led by the Northwest Ohio Educational Technology Center based out of Bowling Green. Presenters will offer twelve different sessions on a variety of topics, all with the goal of providing staff with techniques for utilizing technology as an instructional tool for engaging students and meeting student-learning needs. Presentation topics include: Google classroom, Advanced Google classroom, online resources for STEM, Google Power Boosts with Add-ons, InfoOhio K-5 and MS/HS, assessments with Google forms, what to do in the 1-to-1 classroom, Screencastify, and extensions to take Chrome “over the top.” 

     On the back of this newsletter is a list of the Senior Citizen Breakfast performances each month.  We look forward to seeing those of you who have patronized these performances in the past, as well as any newcomers who may
 join us in this monthly entertainment and fellowship.  Thank you for coming to these performances, and thanks to the following sponsors for donating the free 
breakfast each month: Citizens National Bank, First National Bank, Sprunger Insurance, Lewis Family McDonald’s, Senior Citizen Center, and Mennonite Home Communities.  

     Along with the beginning of the school year, we will also have a number of athletic and scholarly events as well as musical activities. Mark your calendars to attend and support these Bluffton youth—some will be playing on the field, others will be performing on stage, and still others will be competing in events, such as Quiz Bowl. Student interest in co-curricular and extracurricular activities shows the dedication and talent of the young people in our community. Each of these students contributes to making Bluffton the vibrant community we all enjoy.  

      As a reminder, when school resumes, please be careful around all of our school buildings if you are walking or driving.  Please watch closely at all intersections around our district and proceed with caution both as a driver and as a pedestrian.    

     In closing, we look forward to educating the students in our district this year. This is a wonderful privilege and opportunity. Thank you for your continued support of Bluffton Exempted Village Schools and the students we serve.  If you ever have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to stop in or call me at 419-358-5901.  


Greg Denecker, Superintendent
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
   Financial Information for 2015-2016 General Fund
Beginning Balance (July 1, 2015)
2,635,266
Outstanding Encumbrances  (FY 2015)
83,109
Beginning Cash Balance  (July 1, 2015)


2,718,375
Revenue:

Local Sources:
Real Estate 
3,263,294
Personal Tangible 
4,304
Investment Earnings
8,241
Other Local Sources
1,012,927
State Sources:

Foundation Program
4,546,529
Rollback & Homestead
385,255
Other State Sources 
359,240
Other Receipts:

Total Receipts Above 
9,579,790
Plus Cash Balance
2,718,375
TOTAL REVENUES
12,298,165
Expenditures:

Salaries & Wages
5,009,634
Fringe Benefits
1,880,810
Purchased Service
1,307,189
Materials, Supplies,Texts
 275,826
Capital Outlay
 5,296
Other Expenditures 
101,840
Transfers/Advances
81,206
TOTAL EXPENDITURES:
8,661,801
ENDING CASH BALANCE
3,636,364
Outstanding Encumbrances 
110,560
Ending Balance (June 30, 2016)
3,525,804
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Permanent Improvement Projects
      Over the course of the past year, our district has completed many different permanent improvement projects.  In each summer’s district newsletter, The Bluffton News, and the Bluffton Icon, we outline the revenue that was brought in from this 1/2% permanent improvement income tax and the projects completed with these tax dollars.  Below is the revenue chart of the combined monies brought in by the tax and the list of expenditures for the projects completed thanks to this fund. 

Date




Revenue

Balance Forward from August. 2015
$276,229.81

October, 2015



$154,401.01

January, 2016



$157,416.34 

April, 2016



$202,560.41 

July, 2016



$282,465.80

Projects Sept. 2014-Aug. 2015

Expenditures

Plumbing Repairs and Updates

$  38,682.98
Parking Lot Paving and Sealing

$  33,469.39
Chromebooks/Technology/Wireless

$142,668.71

HVAC Repairs Heating and Cooling

$  93,188.06

Outside Grounds Maintenance and Updates
$  18,885.41

Window Repair/Replace


$    5,308.69

Flooring 




$  24,448.17

Painting




$  16,957.46

Furniture and Classroom Items

$  25,807.25

Equipment and Repairs


$  38,802.74

Security and Safety Items


$  12,586.75

Electric and Lighting Updates

$  21,219.02

Textbooks and Classroom Aids

$  38,723.70

Roof Repairs and Replacement 

$  39,170.20

Foundation Repair and Wall Replaced
$  26,220.00

HS Classroom Repair/Remodel

$  42,828.76

Total




$618,967.29


Bluffton Schools will continue to use these funds to update our facilities as promised to the taxpayers of this community.  As always, we at Bluffton Schools appreciate the community’s support of our district’s efforts to maintain and improve facilities.    If you would like to see these improvements in person, please come to our school open house on September 26th, or call me to set up a convenient time to view these updates firsthand.  

Greg Denecker

Superintendent

Visit Bluffton Schools Website:
www.blufftonschools.org
     Meet-the-Teacher will be August 26, from 2-3 P.M.  This is an opportunity for parents and children to meet the teachers in the elementary school.

New Additions to the Staff….

 Nicki Moser – Cafeteria Worker
     Nicki Moser and her husband Darin, both Bluffton High School graduates, live in rural Bluffton with their two daughters, Ali (16) and Brooklyn (9). After graduating from Defiance College, Nicki   elected to become a stay-at-home mom.  The last few years she began subbing within the Bluffton School systems.  Nicki enjoys being involved with and watching her children’s activities, as well as baking and decorating cakes.  She is eager to begin this new school year.
Rebekah Peralta – Educational Aide 
     Rebekah lives in Bluffton with her husband Javier. They have a son, Nephi, who will be starting high school this year. Rebekah had been a substitute at Marimor for 8 years. She is a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints where she is active in Relief Society and missionary work. In her free time she enjoys reading and fixing puzzles.
Jeff Richards– Kindergarten 

     Jeff Richards is a 2004 BHS graduate. He earned his BA in Early Childhood Education from Bluffton University in 2008 and Masters in Instructional Leadership from the University of the Cumberlands in 2016.  Jeff started teaching at Vanlue Elementary in 2008 but relocated to Louisville, Kentucky, in 2011 to teach there.  He returned to the area in 2015 where he taught at Bath Elementary.  In addition to teaching, Jeff is also the head high school football coach.  He lives in Bluffton with his wife Melissa and two daughters.

Mason Roth – Health and Physical Education
    Mason Roth, middle school/high school health and PE teacher lives in Findlay.  Mason is a 2011 McComb High School graduate and earned his Bachelor’s Degree from Defiance College this past December.  This past year Mason subbed at various schools throughout Northwest Ohio and coached junior varsity basketball at Patrick Henry High School.  In his free time he enjoys golfing, playing basketball, and cheering on the Michigan Wolverines. He is very excited for this upcoming school year. Go Pirates!
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Chris Wenger – High School Custodian
     Custodian Chris Wenger and his wife Rhonda have three children -- Benjamin, 32; Jessica, 30; and Emily, 24 – and two grandchildren – Grayson, 2 and Scarlett, 6 mos. Chris retired from Cooper Tire after 35 years. His hobbies include antiquing, following Ohio State football, and spending time with the grandchildren. Chris and Rhonda both graduated from BHS in 1977.
2016-2017 School Calendar

Bluffton Exempted Village Schools
August 29
  Monday         School Opens

September 5
  Monday         No School - Labor Day

September 26
  Monday         Open House

November 4
  Friday
         End of 1st Grading Period

November 22 & 23Tues./Wed.    No School-(Elem/MS)

November 23
  Wednesday   No School – (HS)

November 24 & 25 Thurs./Fri.     No-School– Thanksgiving

December 20          Tuesday       Last Day of School for 2016                                           

January 3
   Tuesday       School Re-opens 2017

January 16
   Monday        No School-King Day

January 20
   Friday
         End of 2nd Grading Period

February 20            Monday        No School-Presidents’ Day 
March 24                Friday
         End of 3rd Grading Period

April 14                   Friday           No School-Spring Break

May 26                   Friday           End of 4th Grading Period

May 27                   Saturday       Commencement

May 29                   Monday         No School- Memorial Day                                               

May 30

  Tuesday        Staff Post-Service Day
Bluffton Exempted Village Schools

Mission Statement

     The mission of the Bluffton Exempted Village School District is to provide a safe and stimulating environment in which flexibility is encouraged in meeting the needs of every student, and to value all persons and learning in order to develop individuals who demonstrate problem-solving skills, personal responsibility, and a desire for lifelong learning.

    If you do not want your child’s name or picture released to any media outlet or on our website, please tell your child’s building office in writing by September 28, 2016.

Athletic Alerts - Go to blufftonschools.org under parent alert system to sign up for athletic event reminders that will be sent to you for upcoming athletic events.
Bluffton School Open House

    The Bluffton Schools will hold a district-wide open house on Monday evening, September 26.  The elementary will be open from 6:00-7:00 P.M., the middle school from 6:30-7:30 P.M., and the high school from 7:00-8:00 P.M.

    Several community organizations will have booths set up in the elementary gymnasium, and information will be available on ways to provide support to the school and community.

     All parents and community members are invited to this open house to meet staff members, observe facilities, and learn more about the educational opportunities available to Bluffton students.
Transportation
      Please be aware the parking lot next to the middle school will be closed from 2:30 P.M. to 3:15 P.M. for students to board their busses.

Parent-Teacher Conferences

   Listed are the dates and times for parent-teacher conferences in the Bluffton Schools.  This is an excellent time to meet with our teachers and discuss the educational progress of your child(ren).  We hope you plan to attend.

Bluffton Elementary and Middle Schools



Monday, November 21
  5:00 – 8:00 P.M.



Tuesday, November 22
  9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.






 
  5:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Bluffton High School



Monday, November 21

  5:00- 8:00 P.M.



Tuesday, November 22
 
  5:00- 8:00 P.M.     

Pirate Pride!               
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Senior Citizens Breakfast Schedule 2016-2017
 September 14     Marching Band

 October 12          Show Choir 

 November 9        Drama Club 

 December 14      Concert Choir

 January 11          Strings 

 February 8          Solo and Ensemble

 March 1
          Concert Band (1st Wed. of Month)
 April 19     
          Freshman Choir (3rd Wed. of Month)
 May 10
          Jazz Band

     Each month, breakfast begins at 8:30 A.M. in the Middle School Cafetorium.

School Cancellations 
or Delays/Parent Alert System

During the school year there may be times, especially during inclement weather, that we may have to delay school or cancel classes for the day.  Please listen to your local radio or television stations for announcements of delays or cancellations.  Please do not call the offices.

        Several stations make these announcements: WIMA, WFIN, WKXA, WLIO (TV 35) 
        In addition, you may go to www.blufftonschools.org and click under parent alert system on the right hand column.  Follow the simple steps to receive text messages and emails for delays, cancellations, or for cases of an emergency at school.  
If we should close school in excess of five calamity days, we will use the following days as make-up days:

#1
January 16, 2017
#2
February 20, 2017
   Additional days as needed will be added to the end of the year beginning with Tuesday, May 30, 2017.
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Annual Notification to Building Users and Employees

In accordance with Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act of 1986, our facilities have been inspected, and a management plan has been developed for the control of any asbestos-containing material (ACM) found in our buildings.  The inspection report and management plan were completed by a certified consulting firm.  A copy of the inspection report and management plan is located in each building office for public review.

It is significant to report that the buildings in our district have had all accessible, friable ACM removed.  All miscellaneous non-friable ACM has been well-maintained and is being managed by professionals through periodic evaluations and inspections. Any suspect ACM should not be disturbed.  Contact Mike Wilson for additional information.
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Listed below are the phone numbers for each building in the Bluffton School District.  Please call our offices with any questions and concerns you might have about the schools.  We appreciate any input in helping maintain a quality education for our students.

Administrative Office


 419-358-5901
High School



 419-358-7941
Middle School


                419-358-7961
Elementary School

                419-358-7951

Bluffton Exempted Village School


District Board of Education

Brad Fruchey, President

Ken Lugibihl, Vice-President

Wes Klinger 
Jeremy Scoles

Renee Smith

The Board of Education meets the third Monday of each month at 7:30 P.M. in the Elementary Media Center.  If there is a change in the date, time, or meeting place, it is announced in the newspaper. 
Annual Notification of Federal Funds

The Bluffton Exempted Village School receives federal funds in the areas of reading, math, library, and education of handicapped children.  If you have any suggestions on how these funds should be used, please contact the district superintendent at 419-358-5901.









