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Keeping busy: your Society at work

v Since spring docents hov e led thirtkeen private tours of the
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Schurmacher Homestead, among them several infernaticnal
visitors, os well as entfire Sunday School closses, Ina
manumental feat of interpretation, docents showed the howse
and farm to all four first grade classes of Bluffton Elementary
School. Society mambers also offered a programat the
Bluffton Public Library.

“Vie geits! Daszish zum eing anderes Fogel singen.” The public
of Swiss descent or otherwise w as invited to come speak the
Swiss diglect on November 4 at Maple Crest, Blufftor,
Parficipants praciiced what they could rememier of fhe
Schwyzerdutsch.The only agenda was to speak Swiss.

Al the Bluffton Area Chamber of Commerce breakfast
meeting on Movember 14, Chuck Miswandear and Julie Stratton
presented, to a packed house, basic information about the
future plans and vision for 3CHS, including plans for expansion
at the Schumacher Homestead site, They descrioed the
restoration of the bank barn ond also the building of the
Heritage Center. The Hertage center will be designed with a
community room, children's museum aread, archives, axhibit
space and kitchen. The goal of the building is to help
presaerve the past history of the Bluffton/Pandora area while
being a teaching and hands-on exploring center for future
genarafions.

The Board agreed to a proposal fromaspiring Eogle Scout
Clay Burkholder 1o construct a ® 3-holer” oulside the
Homestead garden. The privy is fo be in keeping with the
Society's high standards of historical fidelity, except for the pit

Please ok divte on manbing fbed
sficwing cervens s@mding M
e cliecds  aind donagons o ) )
Marvin Dilfer at abose address, « Thanks fo Chuck Niswaonder, who along with halpers

engineered the Fall Festival's cheese fundraiser by purchasing,

smoking. and packaging the cheese,
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Swiss Day
Alphorn Gruezie, a Columbus-based arcup,
performed at the Societv's annual Swiss Day,
June 29, 2014 at Ebenezer Mennonite Church.
For a video of the unigue and amazing sound
of alpine horns, check out and “like” the Swiss
Cormmunity Historical Society's Focebook
page. The name Alphorn Grueze means
Alphorn Greetings in Swiss German. The
inspiration for the name was taken from the folk Photo by Alice Chumbley Lora
song " Grueze Miteinander” or “Greefings All Around,” aregular in their repertoire. A
prayar was given in Swiss and English by Ted Cunningham and Wendy Chappell-Dick,
and the Swiss National Anthemwas sung in German and in English,

Acquisﬂi‘nns

Large copperapple butter ketfle with iron stand and wooden paddle. Al criginal,
Paddle was repaired w hen making apple butter ot a nursing home foc fity function
around 2010 by the descendants of the Bixel/Basinger family. Poul Basinger donated
this as a representative of the Bixel/Basinger family. Paul is
the son of Weldon Basinger (1910-1978) and Velma
Burkholder Basinger (1918-2008]. The kettle/stand/paddle
belonged to Weldon's parents Daniel Jacob (D.J.) Basinger
(184¥-1952) and Elizabeth Bixel Basinger (1877-1958).
Previously belonged to Elizabeth’s parents Peter Bixel [1832-
1908) and Verena Fannie Suter Bixel (1834-1914).

Handmade child's crossbow. This tov once belonged to
Walter Renner (1894-1952). son of Long Armstutz Renner
Tridett (1871-1971). sister to Wilhelm Amstutz [1884-1970),
wife of Bluffton photographer Will Triplett (1841-1934).
dauahter of John Armstutz, Jr. (18446-1914] and
arandauahter of John "Waaonmaker” or “Waaagner Stutz”
Armsfutz [1811-18%2]. Purchased atf the Wilhaem Amstutz
Estate Sale in 1971, Crosshow is made of wood ond needs some repair. Malinda
Cearbauch Bennett, the donor, was arand niece of Wilhelm Amstuiz [1884-1970) and
aranddauvahter of Malinda Amstutz (1887-1942), areat aranddauahter ta John Amstutz,
Ir. {1845-1914) and 2nd great granddaughter to John Amstutz, Sr. (1811-1892).

Docents Trained
The Society welcomes Jo Pannabecker,
Rachael Hermliler, Bobble Chappel, and
Wendy Chappell-Dick to our growing list of
docents, The interpretation Committee, led by
Jloanne Niswander and including Mary Anne
Moser, Rachel Hilty Friesen and Jan Emmert
conducts the fraining. We continue o research
what the orginal settlers might have worn to
help with costuming. Bob Suter has made a
series of videos o be used for raining and archival purposes. which ghgw members of
the Society demonstrating all aspects of the collection and property.




1.350 visltors came to the Schumacher Homestead)
Thanks fe our sponsors:

Shirley’s Popoorm sponsored th £ CIre
Pandora Grain and Supp L gon ride
arnd Rarse-drdwn plcw irg
- Riley Creek Mercantile sponsored the farm animals
McDaonald's 3 o our Live in the Past

children's Qcthivi
- Et Cetera Shop o ] tumes and props
- Suter's Froduce donc




Join us for an Open House:

“Christmas at the Homestead”

saturday, December 13, 2014, 1-6 pm
Schumacher Homestead, 8350 Bixel Road

Come tour the decorated 1843 house w hile snacking on
1 nomemade treats and listening to songs of the season, Watch
E bread emerge steaming from the fireplace oven, hand dip o
candle, play a gome of checkers, shopin the gift shop and

. . chat with docents about the history of the house and kife in the

1840's. Amive ot dusk to see the house lit by candles much s it was in those days. Instrumental music
will include the Blutfton Strings Progrom, hammer and 1ap dulcimer players. psaltery, and autcharp.
Families and solaists will be singing carols. This event is free to the public, but dongfions will be
gratefully accepted. At 1:00 on this day. all are invited to practice some singing for the next event:

f—

New Year 's Fve Sere nﬂdlllgf a local musical fradition dating to the mid-19" century, when
David Rothen, a teacher in the Swiss setilement of rural Bluffton/Pandora, composed two Mew Year's
songs. taught them to his students, and tock these students to sing at the homes of their families on
New Year's Day. Owver the years, New Year's Eve caroling has been done by both UCC and
Mennonite church members. Ameng the Mennonites, Ebenazer Church had o long-standing
radition of young people caroling all night and receiving treats at church members’ houses. Judy
Kingsley remembers, “When| was d child we got to go to our grandparents’ house on Naw Year's
Eve and either stay up late or wake up when the carolers Came. Then we went downstairs inour PJs
and served cookies!” The tradition is kept alive in the halls of Me nnonite Memornial Home each New
vear's Eve. Allare welcome, and music is provided. Contact Richard Jordan [419-358-26%1) or Judy
Kingsley (417-236-5678).




